
Find out how you can prevent pet overpopulation.

ISSUE 1 

T o o  m a n y  p e t s
n o t  e n o u g h  h o m e s !  



Al l  about  animal s  in  

cayman

t he 5 f r eedoms

St r ay Pet s  in Cayman

Ask  a vet

cat  mat h

wher e do  s t r ays  go?

This  issue's  Pet  Her o

t his  issue's  k id  her o

ac t ivit y page

who  is  car e?
C.A.R.E.'s  miss ion is  
t o  pr event  
il l - t r eat ment , 
c r uel t y and  
suf f er ing  t o  al l  
domes t ic  animal s  
and  t o  el iminat e 
over  popul at ion and  

it s  accompanying  pain and  suf f er ing  by 
ac t ivel y pr omo t ing  spaying  and  neut er ing . 
Al so  t o  endeavo r  t o  educat e on 
r espons ibl e pet  owner ship, animal  
wel f ar e and  animal  behavio r  by engag ing  
t he hear t s , hands  and  minds  o f  t he 
communit y t o  hel p t he animal s .

who  is  

k idscar e?

k idsCARE is  about  hel ping  you 
l ear n t o  mak e a d if f er ence in 
your  communit y by t eaching  you 
how t o  car e f o r  al l  l iving  t hings
big  and  smal l .   

What  is

 PET ZONE?

The KIDSCARE pr ogr am s t ar t ed  as  an int er ac t ive schoo l  
pr esent at ion t eaching  k ids  t he bas ics  on how t o  car e f o r  t heir  
pet s  as  wel l  as  empat hy t owar ds  al l  l iving  t hings . Pet  Zone is  
about  r eaching  as  many k ids  as  poss ibl e ac r oss  t he is l ands

t o  spr ead  awar eness  and  bet t er  t he communit y we l ive in.

t abl e o f  cont ent s

Fo l l ow us  on 

cont ac t  us !

k ids@ caymancar e.k y

938-CARE (2273)
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Animal s  in Cayman
There is probably not a day that goes by that you do not see an animal of some sort. That may 

be an animal in your home such as a dog, cat, or hamster; or a lizard, chicken, ching-ching, 
iguana or parrot on your way to school. All these animals have learned to live together and 
with us as well. In order for them all to work together there needs to be enough places for 

them to live and enough food for them to eat. Let's learn a bit about some the animals 
that surround us.

Caym an Islands' Par rot s

What do the Cayman Islands' 

Parrot, the Blue Iguana and the 

Cayman Islands Bat all have in 

common? They are all unique 

to Cayman only, meaning that 

Cayman is the only place they 

are found in the wild! The 

Cayman Islands' Parrot is 

actually the Nat ional Bird of  

t he Caym an Islands. Another 

species that is truly Caymanian.

Grand Caym an Blue Iguana

Did you know that the blue 
iguana is 100% unique to 

Cayman? This means that they 
don't exist naturally anywhere 

else in the world. Despite being 
so unique (and very much 

Caymanian!) they are almost 
near extinction. This means 

without people helping them 
they will no longer exist.

Green Iguana

Perched on a fence, glaring 
down from a shady palm tree 
or running quickly across the 
road are the Cayman?s most 
com m on visit ors: the green 

iguanas. Did you know that 
these iguanas are not actually 

from Cayman? They 
are from Central and South 
America originally. How did 
they get here you may ask? 
People brought them in as 

pets in the 1980's. They quickly 
overpopulated and now have 
taken over the island. This is

a true example of how 
overpopulation of animals 

affects us!

Caym an Islands Bat s

Did you know there are nine 
species of bats in the 

Cayman Islands? Each eats 
a different type of food 
and each has a different 

role in the ecosystem. The 
Grand Cayman Brown Bat 

is considered to be a totally 
unique species and is the 
only mammal native to 

Cayman. 

How cool is that? 

Red Foot ed Boobies of  

Lit t le Caym an

What do these birds and 

humans have in common?  

Both like to deep-sea fish! 

Red Footed Boobies 

sometimes spend days flying 

over the sea in search

of their next meal.

how much do  you 
k now about  t he 

animal s  in t he cayman 
ecosys t em?
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i wish my human

k new t he 

5 f r eedoms !

Fr eedom f r om 
hunger  and  Thir s t

Fr eedom f r om pain 

inj ur y and  d isease

Fr eedom f r om 

being  scar ed
Fr eedom t o  ac t  

l ik e mysel f

Fr eedom f r om being  

uncomf o r t abl e

5 f r eedoms  game
connec t  t he chil d  and  t he dog  t o  al l  t he t hings  t hey need

t o  mak e sur e t hey have al l  5 f r eedoms

do  you k now t he 5 f r eedoms?
The 5 f reedom s are a group of  5 basic needs t hat  all l iving t h ings have. 

This m eans t hat  everyt hing f rom  us t o t he f ish in your  f ish t ank  deserve 

t o have t hese basic 5 needs m et . Read t he next  page t o learn m ore.
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s t r ay pet s  in cayman

w hy  d o es  a l l  t h is  
ma t t er  t o  me?

Did you know that humans domesticated (meaning made 
friendly to humans) dogs over 15,000 years ago? 

Since they showed to be a great friend to us we have 
been breeding them to our needs for that long! 

What that means is that we have a responsibil ity to keep 
them happy and safe by making sure their 5 freedoms 

are being met. This is because through the years
 they have been bred to depend on us for certain things

 like food and a home. 

Cats have not been with humans as long. They are 
believed to have started their relationship with us just 

under 10,000 years ago. That is stil l a very long time and 
we have the same responsibil ity to cats to keep them 

safe and happy along with all domestic pets.

w ha t  c a n  i d o  t o  hel p?
The answer is simple! Make sure your animals have 

access to everything they need to ensure their 5 
freedoms are being met. You can also spay and neuter 

your pets to prevent unwanted litters which will reduce 
the number of homeless pets in Cayman. Turn the page 

to learn more about what this means.

The 5 f r eedoms  
expl ained

Fr eedom t o  ac t  l ik e mysel f

Do you like to play outside? Play video 
games? Draw or paint? Well animals have 
things they like to do too, and they have 

the right to do those things just l ike us! This 
might be chewing and playing fetch for a 
dog, or scratching and chasing string for a 
cat. If  animals are tied up all the time they 

cannot act l ike themselves and are 
not getting one of their basic needs.

Fr eedom f r om being  scar ed

If  something is really scary to you , you 
might want to run away from it or have your 

parents comfort you. There are 
things that scare animals too. If  your pet 

seems to be spooked by something, 
they have the right to move away from it 

to protect themselves.

Fr eedom f r om hunger
and  t hir s t

Think about how you feel if  you are 
thirsty or hungry. You may feel sad, 

upset, angry, slow and just not l ike yourself . 
Your animal may show those signs too. 

Animals may become pushy
or try to escape to f ind food. In the heat 
of Cayman, it is very important to make 

sure your pets always have 
fresh water as well!

Fr eedom f r om being  
uncomf o r t abl e

Think about how uncomfortable it would be 
to sleep outside in the rain with no shelter! 

There are some pets on island that l ive 
their l ives this way. That is not fair and 

those pets are not getting one of their basic 
needs met. All pets deserve to be 

comfortable just l ike we do.

Fr eedom f r om pain, 
Inj ur y and  d isease

Imagine you were really sick and there was 
no one to help you feel better or take you 

to the doctor. You might not be able to
get healthy again without the right 

medication. When animals get sick they 
sometimes need medication to feel better. 

It is our responsibil ity as pet owners 
to make sure our animals are healthy 

and happy.
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answer s  Pr ovided  by d r .j oyce OF

What  is  spaying  and  
neut er ing?

Spaying and neutering are quick 
surgeries veterinarians do so 
that female animals (spaying) 
and male animals (neutering) 

cannot have babies.

Why is  spaying  and  
neut er ing  

impo r t ant ?

Spaying and neutering 
keeps your pet healthy

 by preventing them from 
getting deadly diseases 

and cancers. 

Wil l  it  change my pet ?

No, but it will help them live
a longer and healthier l ife. 

Spaying and neutering can also 
help your pet become calmer 

and stay closer to home. 

How o l d  does  my pet  
need  t o  be?

The best age to spay and neuter 
your pet is before the pet?s f irst 
heat, which is normally between 

4-5 months. The best t ime may also 
depend on the breed. Make sure to 
check with your local veterinarian. 

Wil l  my mal e f eel  l ik e 
l ess  o f  a man?

No. He will have less of an urge to 
run away from home and chase 
after female dogs, but he won?t 

notice the dif ference. 

Is  my dog t oo  o l d  
t o  get  spayed  o r  

neut er ed?

No pet is too old for 
surgery as long as

 the vet says it is safe.

When can my pet  
s t ar t  having  

babies?

The age a pet can start to 
have babies depends on 
the breed. Cats and small 

dogs can possibly get 
pregnant as early as 4-5 

months of age. 

Is  it  t r ue spaying  can 
s t op my dog f r om 

get t ing  br eas t  
cancer ?

Yes, when done at the
correct t ime. 

Isn't  it  an expens ive 
sur ger y?

No, not too expensive. If  you 
cannot afford the surgery 
there are several charit ies
on island that will help you 

with the cost.

How does  spaying  and  
neut er ing  mak e me a 

r espons ibl e pet  owner ?

Spaying and neutering prevents your 
animal from getting deadly diseases 

and cancers in the future. It keeps them 
healthy so they can live a long and happy 
life. Spaying and neutering also helps the 
environment by decreasing the amount 
of homeless animals. This will also help 
decrease the amount of animals in the 
shelters and may one day allow for all 

animals in Cayman to have a home. 

ever yt hing  
you need  t o  
k now about  
spaying  and  
neut er ing

Thank s  t o  t he St af f  at  Is l and  vet , her e ar e your  bas ic  
q ues t ions  answer ed  about  spaying  and  neut er ing ....
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I don't  know how 
to add - but
I sure can 
mult iply!

1 1+ =  6

Every year rescues on this island get  hundreds of  cats and kit tens dropped of f  because they 
don't  have a home to cal l  their own. Why you may ask? Because people haven't  spayed or 

neutered their cats and as you can see it  doesn't  take long for the numbers to add up. 

2  x  6  = 

2. In two years how 
many kit tens does 
Mol ly have?

2  x               = 

3. Hal f  of  Mol ly's 
kit tens are female. How 
many females has she 
had in 2 years?

?  2  =  

4. Al l  of  Mol ly's female kit tens haven't  been 
spayed either. They have as many kit tens in 
a year as Mol ly. Al l  together how many 
kit tens do they have in  one year?

      x    =

5. In total  how many cats can be born f rom 
one unspayed female cat  in just  two years?

+ =

1. Mol ly you see here can have 2 
l i t ters of  kit tens each year. How many 
kit tens does she have in one year?

Answer Key:  

           = 12           = 24           = 12         = 144          = 168

WOW!!!!!
Did you ever think that just one female could produce so many babies? This is the reason there are 

so many cats and dogs without homes in Cayman.  Where do all these homeless animals go? 

Turn the page to f ind out....

????
This can't  be r ight !  Well, we have 

som et hing t o t el l  you, when it  com es

 t o anim als having babies t h is is

t he crazy m at h we are dealing w it h!

Molly our  cat  on t he lef t  just  found out  she is having babies. Follow  t hrough t he 

m at h act ivit y below  by solving t he answers belonging t o each shape. By t he end 

you w il l  f ind out  how  m any k it t ens can result  f rom  Molly 's 2 l i t t ers of  6 k it t ens. 

Let 's Do Som e Cat  Mat h........
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Wher e do  t he s t r ay pet s  go?

- Operates a shelter which houses stray 

and neglected animals. Be sure to give 

the DOA a call if you are missing your pet! 

Dogs that are not picked up by their 

families in 7 days may be put up for 

adoption

- Investigates complaints of inhumane 

treatment of animals and educates 

residences on the 5 freedoms. This 

means they are who you call if an animal 

is not being treated right

- Inspect animal related licensed 

operations to ensure animal safety and 

well-being

There are a few  regist ered anim al organizat ions on island. 

What  do t hey all do? Who do you cont act  for  what ?

Check  out  t he char t  below  t o f ind out !

So 

you 

need help 

w it h an anim al. 

Who do you

go t o?

- Help prevents overpopulation 

through free spay and neuter

- Reaches out to communities to 

promote spay and neuter and 

help provide basic welfare

- Educate Cayman's youth 

through #kidsCARE program

- Provides wellness vet clinics in 

various districts on the island

- 100% volunteer run

- Focuses on animal support in 

East End

- Gives financial assistance for 

spay and neutering

- Runs a thrift store 

- Holds community dog washes

- Helps families find kennels for 

their outdoor pets to protect 

them from the weather

- 100% volunteer run

- Feline Friends offers a 

trap-neuter-release 

program

to reduce the number of 

stray cats on island. They 

also provide food and 

shelter to these stray cat 

communities

- Canine Friends works with 

the  Department of 

Agriculture Animal Shelter, 

offering overseas transfers 

of all adoptable puppies 

and adult dogs 

- All adoptable pets are 

placed in foster homes

- 100% volunteer run

- Provide shelter, care and 

attention to unwanted 

companion animals

- Find responsible and loving 

homes for these animals

- Provide low cost spay

and neuter

- Runs a thrift and book store

Depar t m ent  of  

Agr icult ure
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Wher e do  t he s t r ay pet s  go? This  Issue's  Pet  Her o !

Lemur (nicknamed Mole), a 4 year old semi feral cat, was rescued with an extremely large and 

very deep wound on her neck.  The wound was so deep you could see her spine.  She was also 

extremely skinny, weighing in at just under 5lbs - her ideal weight should be 10 lbs.  Lemur had 

surgery at Island Veterinary Services to clean and close the wound area and place drains.  

Finally after 5 months and four different surgeries, Lemur was healed! This sweet girl who 

weighed in at a scrawny 4 lbs back in April 2016 is now a happy healthy 11 lbs and more 

importantly the wound is finally healed up.  

She has come so far with everything else and this one time litt le timid semi feral cat is loving 

indoor life and playing with her toys and being treated like royalty.  

Lem ur  t he brave 

Lemur 's foster family was an amazing support for this 

litt le girl in giving her a safe space, lots of love and being 

her rock through all of the surgeries and after care!  We 

know she could not have done it without them and are 

very thankful for their kindness and willingness to help!

WHAT DOES FOSTERING A PET MEAN?

When you fost er  a pet , you are giving the animal a 

wonderful quality of life until it gets adopted by someone 

else. Many times, pet foster parents will adopt the 

fostered animal, while others will care for many pets over 

the course of their lives, creating space at the local 

shelter for more animals.

WHAT DOES FERAL MEAN?

Feral means that the kitten was born in a place 

where there were no humans around or very limited human 

interaction. This means once the kitten gets a bit older

they may be more afraid of people.
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This  is  Jayq uan, He had  wit nessed  many k it t ens  t hat  wer e al ways  being  bo r n 
in his  neighbo r hood . he k new f r om speak ing  wit h his  l ovel y neighbour  ms . 
pat  (who  had  been hel ping  wit h our  t r ap, neut er  and  r et ur n pr ogr am) how 
impo r t ant  it  is  t o  t r y t o  cont r o l  t heir  number s . In a Tr ap-Neut er -Ret ur n 
pr ogr am communit y cat s  ar e humanel y t r apped  (THIS DOES NOT HARM THEM), 
br ought  t o  a vet er inar ian t o  be spayed  o r  neut er ed , vacc inat ed , ear t ipped  
(t he univer sal  s ign t hat  a cat  has  been neut er ed  and  vacc inat ed), and  t hen 
r et ur ned  t o  t heir  out doo r  home. Jayq uan dec ided  he want ed  t o  mak e a 
d if f er ence and  s t ar t ed  ass is t ing  wit h t r apping  t he cat s  and  k it t ens  in his  
neighbo r hood . Jayq uan set s  and  bait s  t he t r ap at  night  wit h f ood  t o  l ur e in 
t he f er al  cat s  and  t hen he and  Ms . Pat  check  t he t r ap at  night  and  in t he 
mor ning . If  a cat  has  been t r apped  t hey cal l  car e t o  come pick  up t he cat  t o  
t ak e it  t o  t he vet . Jayq uan even l oads  up t he t r ap int o  our  vo l unt eer  
d r iver ?s  car  bef o r e he heads  o f f  t o  schoo l . In one week , Jayq uan managed  
t o  t r ap 4  cat s ; t wo  ver y f er al  k it t ens  pl us  t heir  mo t her  and  an adul t  mal e. 
Wel l  done Jayq uan, you ar e our  f ir s t  k idsCARE her o ! t hank  you f o r  being  
such a g r eat  r o l e model  t o  o t her  k ids , showing  t hem how t o  be k ind  t o  
animal s  and  buil d  a bet t er  communit y.

THIS ISSUE'S

k idsCARE

HERO!

cONGRATS j AYQUAN!
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pet  over popul at ion wo r d  sear ch
Try to f ind all the words in the word search below. Time yourself  

with a friend to see who can f ind all the words f irst!

heal t hy
pet
dog
cat

r abbit
spay

neut er

puppies
k it t ens
s t r ay

vet
f er al
car e

l it t er s

how can you 
become our  next  
k idsCARE her o?

Being kind to animals is cool  and 
we want to hear about  what you 

have been doing to better the lives 
of animals around you. 

This could be doing something like 
Jayquan did, holding a fund raiser 

to raise money for an animal 
charity, educating your friends and 

family about animal welfare or 
anything else 

you can think of!  

If  you think you have what it 
takes please send a short write up 

to kids@caymancare.ky about 
what you did and/or are doing to 
better the community for animals 
around you. We would love to see 

some pictures as well. Once we 
have all the nominations we will 
publish the new hero in our next 

issue!

Some ideas  o f  what  

you  can do

Be kind to animals

Tell someone if  you see an 
animal not being treated 
right

Make sure your animals 
have all the 5 freedoms

Hold a fund raiser to raise 
funds and awareness for 
animals

Get crafty and make 
homemade pet toys 

The possibil it ies are endless!

Ac t ivit y Page
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THANK YOU TO THIS ISSUE'S SPONSORS:

#k idsCARE needs YOUR SUPPORT
kidsCARE is an ent irely volunteer run program. With two program heads and a small group of  volunteers, 
we manage t o involve ourselves in int eract ive classroom presentat ions as well as af t er  school programs. 
I f  you follow us on social media, you wil l  see just  how involved we are in t he communit y. But  wit h just  
two of  us running t he program, we decided t o create t his magazine as a fur t her plat form to deliver our 
informat ion out  t o as many students as we can across Cayman. We st rongly believe in t he importance of  
educat ing t he youth of  Cayman, not  only for  t he sake of  our animals, but  t o draw l ines of  empathy and 
compassion t o t he people, l iving t hings and t he environment  around us. 

This f irst  issue was made possible t hrough our generous sponsors below, but  we wil l  not  be able t o 
cont inue wit hout  your support . I f  you agree wit h what  we are t rying t o accomplish, please consider 
donat ing t o our program.  Ult imately, we would love t o be able t o publish enough issues t o reach all 
elementary schools across all of  Cayman. The funds t hat  are not  used for  t he magazine are used t o 
support  our in-classroom and af t er  school programs, buying supplies for  our int eract ive games and 
act ivit ies.

I f  you are interested in donat ing or would l ike t o learn more about  our program, please feel f ree t o 
contact  us at  kids@caymancare.ky


